
Saturday, September 12, 2009, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m .  
(8:30 a.m. registration) 

OAKE members $25, Non-members $30,  
Full-time students with ID Free 

Gammage Auditorium, 3 rd floor choir room 
Earn Professional Development Hours. For more info, contact EtnaThompson. 

 
TIPTOE to DO-SI-DO: 

 

A Movement Sequence  
that Leads to 

Movement Success for All 
 

 

This energy packed, hands-on workshop focuses on the development 
of students’ movement, coordination, musical skills, and abilities. 
Exploring a variety of developmentally appropriate movement activities, 
action songs, finger plays, and singing games, participants will examine a 
movement sequence, simple to complex, and acquire knowledge and skills 
to implement these strategies into their Kodály and Orff-based curriculum. 
Some of the topics covered will be spoken or unspoken rules for successful 
movement experiences; how to bring our students to this understanding in a 
joy-filled, success-based environment; solitary, parallel, associative and 
cooperative play; and, how to fine-tune movement instruction. Repertoire 
will be chosen from traditional American folk songs, dances, singing 
games, nursery rhymes, finger plays, and international folk songs and 
dances .  (see Jo Kirk’s Bio on page 2)     
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JO KIRK —Founder, President and CEO of WeJoySing, Inc. 
 

Jo Kirk, nationally known educator and expert in Kodály-based early childhood music education and 
methodology, holds a Master’s in Music Education from the University of Akron and a Kodály Music 
Education Certificate from Silver Lake College.  She has completed early childhood studies at the Hartt School 
of Music and the Westminster Choir College.  Her teaching experience spans from “little ones” to Kodály 
graduate-level adults at Nebraska Wesleyan University, Colorado State University, Wichita State University, 
Morehead University, and California State University Long Beach.   
As an adjunct faculty member of Muskingum College, Mrs. Kirk instructed the elementary music education 
courses, directed the Muskingum College Children’s Choir, developed and instructed the Kodály-based early 
childhood music and movement enrichment program, served on the Community Music School faculty at 
Capital University, and provided the early music education training for the Columbus Montessori Teacher 
Education Program.  

Kirk is founder, President and CEO of WeJoySing, Inc. studio’s “Language of Love”– prenatal program, 
“Heart Strings”– a parent and early childhood music and movement education program, “Music & Me”– a 
music literacy program based on the Kodály methodology for older children, and individualized Music 
Therapy programs.  She maintains an active conference and public speaking schedule, has published “A 
Kodaly Approach,”  Spotlight on Early Childhood Music Education: Selected Articles from State MEA 
Journals, published by the National Association for Music Education, 2000,  and has authored Lullabies to 
Circle Games–An Early Childhood Music and Movement Curriculum.     

As a new school year begins, a quote from Zoltán 
Kodály comes to mind:  “Let us take our children 
seriously! Everything else follows from this ... only the 
best is good enough for a child.” As you prepare lesson 
plans, sequencing, and musical concepts, I challenge 
you to aim for the very best in music education for your 
students.  Set aside some time for your own 
professional development as well as time to network 
with other music specialists.  Our upcoming workshop 
is a great opportunity to do both. 

 

So Long to Some and Welcome to Others 
Our chapter thanks Nancy Weeks for serving as our 
treasurer and co-editor of our newsletter this past year.  
Thank you, Stephanie Brewer, for your service to 
AKTS as a member-at-large.  Both you and Nancy will 
be missed.  Welcome to our new treasurer, Diane 
Sippel. Welcome also to Melanie Baker, our new 
member-at-large, webmaster, and newsletter co-editor. 

 

AKTS was awarded an OAKE Western Division 
chapter grant to partially fund the fall workshop.  
Thank you to those who have joined OAKE.  Part of 
your membership fees were used to help fund the grant. 

Announcing the Dr. Barry Thompson 
Membership Scholarship 
The family of Barry Thompson has created the Dr. 
Barry Thompson Membership Scholarship to be 
awarded annually to a member of the AKTS board of 
directors.  The scholarship will pay the required OAKE 
membership fee for a year.  Donations to this fund will 
be accepted in honor of or in memory of a loved one.  
Contact our new treasurer for more information. 

 

Please pass along the information about our fall 
workshop to the physical education and music teachers 
at your school and in your district.  The movement 
sequence that Jo presents will be beneficial to both 
music educators and P.E. teachers.  Please come 
dressed comfortably to participate. 

 

See you on September 12! 

 

God bless, 

Etna 



      

Brent M. Gault  holds a Ph.D (The Hartt School, University of Hartford, 2000), an M.M. (Silver 
Lake College, 1996), and a B.M.E. (Baylor University, 1991).  He has taught elementary and early 
childhood music courses in Texas, Wisconsin, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Indiana. He specializes in 
elementary general music education, early childhood music education, and Kodály methodology. Gault also 
has training in both the Orff and Dalcroze approaches to music education. He has presented sessions and 
research at conferences of the American Orff-Schulwerk Association, the Dalcroze Society of America, the 
International Society for Music Education, the Organization of American Kodály Educators, and MENC: 
The National Association for Music Education. In addition, he has served as a presenter for regional, state 
and local music education organizations throughout the United States. Articles by Gault have been 
published in various music education periodicals, including the Bulletin of the Council for Research in 
Music Education, the Journal of Research in Music Education, Music Educators Journal, General Music 
Today, the Kodály Envoy, the Orff Echo, and the American Dalcroze Journal. In addition to his duties in the 
Music Education Department, Gault serves as the program director for the Indiana University Children’s 
Choir, where he conducts the Allegro Choir. Gault is currently the Immediate Past President of the 
Organization of American Kodály Educators. 
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Dr. Brent Gault  
Immediate OAKE Past President  

Our Spring 2010 Clinician 
March 6, 2010, 9;00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
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2009 Spring Clinic: Dr. Rochelle Mann, “Making Music That Moves” 
On Saturday, March 28, 2009, our AKTS chapter was privileged to host a familiar face, Dr. Rochelle Mann. AKTS 
had record-setting attendance for this workshop with 75 present. Dr. Rochelle Mann shared “Making Music That 
Moves.”    She focused on four opportunities we have for our students to move and to be moved in the classroom.  
First, physically—music that makes it impossible to sit still.  She used examples of music that created a natural 
response to pulse, meter and rhythm.  She also included folk dances from Teaching Movement and Dance by Phyllis 
Weikart.  She shared some wonderful singing games.  Her second area or opportunity was music that moves us 
because of its sheer beauty and/or meaning.  Some of the songs she shared from New Zealand showed us the beautiful 
melodies we have available from a variety of cultures.  Also, there are poignant texts that enhance the music 
emotionally.  Next was the area of understanding music at the structural level.  We have the opportunity to help our 
students grow intellectually when we help them learn about form, texture and melodic & rhythmic elements.  She 
shared fun and creative ways to assess their understanding.  Lastly, Dr. Mann helped us understand the importance of 
promoting expression and improvisation in our students.  She showed that expressive elements are integral parts of the 
music.  She helped us see that we are laying a foundation for improvisation when we include certain activities in our 
classroom.  I came away from the workshop with many great ideas.  I used the “Down the Ohio” movement lesson the 
very next week. The students and I had a great time.  She introduced me to some of the activities I was unaware of in 
the Silver-Burdett Making Music series.  One of my favorite ideas was the use of different colored flip-flops to show I, 
IV, V and V7 chords for “Surfin’ U.S.A.!” 

         Melanie Baker 
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Kodály in Your Classroom by Dr. Shelly Cooper, Univ. of Arizona 
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Information available at www.oake.org or www.arizonakodaly.org 
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AKTS Member Joanne Matibag, OAKE 2009 Susan 
Taylor Howell Memorial Scholarship  
Recipient, with OAKE Treasurer Greg Williams  
Photo by Nancy Weeks  

 

Congratulations to chapter member 
Joanne Matibag for being the OAKE 
2009 Susan Taylor Howell 
Memorial Scholarship recipient.   

She received the award from OAKE 
treasurer Greg Williams at the 
national OAKE conference in 
Washington, D.C. this past spring. 



Upcoming Workshops and Events 
 

 Here is a calendar of upcoming workshops and events 
sponsored by our state’s organizations: 
 

  
AKTS – www.arizonakodaly.org 
 September 12, 2009 – Jo Kirk 
 
AZSGM – www.azsgm.org 
 September 26, 2009 – Tucson Make & Take  
 October 3, 2009 – Phoenix Make & Take  
 
AZ Orff – www.azorff.org 
 October 24, 2009 – Randy DeLelles and Jeff Kriske 
 
AOSA – www.aosa.org 
 November 11-14, 2009 – National Conference 
 
AMEA – www.azmea.org 
 January 7-9, 2010 – State In-Service Conference 
 
AZ Orff – www.azorff.org 
 February 20, 2010 – Sue Mueller 
 
AKTS – www.arizonakodaly.org 
 March 6, 2010 – Dr. Brent Gault  

 
OAKE – www.oake.org 
 March 18-20, 2010 – National Conference 
 
AZ Orff – www.azorff.org 
 April 17, 2010 – Rene Boyer 
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Please bring cash or checks for donations for food,  raffle items, and special 
sales. 
�
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Workshop Fee  

OAKE Member  $25.00  

Non-Member  $30.00  

Full-time Student  Free with ID  

Please make checks payable to AKTS 
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ARIZONA KODÁLY TEACHERS SOCIETY 
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Name___________________________________ 

 

Date ___________________ 

 

Address_________________________________ 

 

City_______________     Zip________________ 

 

Home Phone _____________________________  

 

Work Phone______________________________ 

 

Email____________________________________ 
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Melanie Baker, Etna Thompson 

Newsletter Co-Editors 


