
Saturday, March 6, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
(8:30 a.m. registration) 

OAKE members $25, Non-members $30,  
Full-time students with ID Free 

Gammage Auditorium, 3 rd floor choir room 
Earn Four Professional Development Hours.  

For more info, contact EtnaThompson. 

 

Listen Up: 
Active Music 

Listening  
Lessons for the  
General Music 

Classroom 
 

Come learn strategies on how to approach music listening 
in a way that actively engages learners while they listen. 
Participants will use singing, movement, and other musical 
behaviors to highlight elements of a given musical work. 
In addition, these lessons will provide opportunities for 
active musical expression within the listening process. 
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As I write my last article as your AKTS president, 
what comes to mind is the joy that has been mine to 
work with such wonderful people as our AKTS 
board, and to interact with the great music 
educators in our state.  Thank you one and all for 
the contributions you continue to make to music 
education, your efforts toward the worthy goal of 
“Music for Everyone”, and for your support of 
Arizona Kodály Teachers Society and me. 

Our immediate past president, Liza Meyers, 
will be rotating off our board after many years 
of service.  Liza will assume her role as OAKE 
Western Division president.  I am grateful for 
her service to AKTS.  I am also grateful to 
Kerwin Blau for his service as a member-at-
large.   

In Bicinia Hungarica, Vol. I, (1968), Zoltán 
Kodály wrote, “ . . . while singing in itself is good, 
the real reward comes to those who sing, and feel, 
and think with others.  This is what harmony 
means.  We must look forward to the time when all 
people in the lands are brought together through 
singing . . . “ That leads me to my first 
announcement. 

Announcing the 2012 OAKE National 
Conference  

It is with great joy in the upcoming opportunities 
for Arizona music educators that I announce OAKE 
accepted the proposal I submitted for Phoenix to 
host the 2012 national conference!  The conference 
will be March 15-17, 2012 in downtown Phoenix at 
the Hyatt and Phoenix Symphony Hall.  

More Opportunities to Be Brought Together 
through Singing 

There is still time to attend the OAKE national 
conference March 18-20, 2010 in Dallas.  You can 
register on site.  Distance-wise, this will be the 
nearest national conference to us before we host the 
one in 2012. 

Christopher Roberts, known to many in OAKE and 
AOSA for being a fine presenter at national 
conferences, will be our Fall 2011 clinician.  You 
can find articles about his work with his students in 
Seattle in past issues in both The Envoy and The 
Orff Echo. 

Dr. Sandy Stauffer will be our Spring 2011 
clinician.  The workshop will be March 5, 2011, at 
the University of Arizona in Tucson.  Music 
educators in southern Arizona, we are bringing a 
workshop to you.  Please, everyone, in all 
geographic areas of our state, make plans now to 
attend.   

The 2011 OAKE national conference will be March 
17-19.  It will be in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Summer 2010 at the Arizona State University 
School of Music 

Our Kodály summer courses at Arizona State 
University will be June 7–18, 2010.  Kodály Level 
I, II, or III will be offered for two or three graduate 
credits or, for a lower cost, there is a non-credit 
option to earn continuing education hours.  Two 
members of our AKTS board, Liza Meyers and 
Shelly Cooper, are two of the instructors, along 
with Audrey Berger Cardany and Michele Paynter 
Paise.  What a difference the Kodály levels made in 
my teaching.  The levels help with sequencing, 
concepts, and curriculum maps, plus how to teach 
all those in a fun way with little or no equipment 
and 100% student engagement.  For more 
information, contact Liza Meyers at 
Liza.Meyers@asu.edu. 

AKTS Spring 2010 Workshop 

Finally, please be sure to be present at our spring 
2010 workshop with Brent Gault on March 6.  This 
is Brent’s first visit to Arizona.  We want to have 
good attendance at this workshop being presented 
by OAKE’s immediate past president.  You will 
enjoy Brent’s presentation on active listening 
approaches for the elementary general music class.   

Check out our new four-hour workshop format that 
includes a short break in the late morning.  OAKE 
members, please participate in our spring election. 
We will be electing a president-elect and a member-
at-large.  See you March 6! 

Thanks again for the opportunity to serve as your 
AKTS president.  I have enjoyed working with and 
for you. 
 

God bless,                                                            
Etna 
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Christopher Roberts 
Our Fall 2010 Clinician 

September 18, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Singing Games for Upper Elementary Students   
Children + play + music = singing games!   

What makes a good game for upper elementary students?  Where can the games be 
found?  In addition to playing games, we will determine the game characteristics 

that work for older students, look closely at how to sequence instruction, and watch 
some video of kids playing games.  

Dr. Brent Gault—Immediate OAKE Past President  
Brent M. Gault  holds a Ph.D (The Hartt School, University of Hartford, 2000), an M.M. 

(Silver Lake College, 1996), and a B.M.E. (Baylor University, 1991).  He has taught elementary and 
early childhood music courses in Texas, Wisconsin, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Indiana. He 
specializes in elementary general music education, early childhood music education, and Kodály 
methodology. Gault also has training in both the Orff and Dalcroze approaches to music education. 
He has presented sessions and research at conferences of the American Orff-Schulwerk Association, 
the Dalcroze Society of America, the International Society for Music Education, the Organization of 
American Kodály Educators, and MENC: The National Association for Music Education. In 
addition, he has served as a presenter for regional, state and local music education organizations 
throughout the United States. Articles by Gault have been published in various music education 
periodicals, including the Bulletin of the Council for Research in Music Education, the Journal of 
Research in Music Education, Music Educators Journal, General Music Today, the Kodály Envoy, 
the Orff Echo, and the American Dalcroze Journal. In addition to his duties in the Music Education 
Department, Gault serves as the program director for the Indiana University Children’s Choir, where 
he conducts the Allegro Choir. Gault is currently the Immediate Past President of the Organization 
of American Kodály Educators. 

Christopher Roberts has taught K-5 elementary music in Seattle for 13 years, and is a doctoral student in 
music education at the University of Washington.  He is an active music clinician, having presented ses-
sions at national conferences for both the Organization of American Kodály Educators and the American 
Orff Schulwerk, and for music teachers in eleven states. 

Christopher has published articles in both The Kodály Envoy and The Orff Echo. His areas of interest 
include singing skills, beat competency, and elementary student attitude towards music. 

In 2009, he was awarded the Outstanding Research Award – Professional by the Organization of Kodály 
Educators for his article, “Wanna Race?  Student Attitude Towards Competitive and Non-Competitive 
Singing Games in the Elementary Music Classroom.” In addition, he has taught in the Kodály Certifica-
tion Program at Seattle Pacific University since 2000.  Currently, Roberts is the Northwest Regional 
Representative for the Society of General Music. 

Check out Christopher’s article, “The Joy of Singing Games”, in The Orff Echo, Volume XLI, Number 3, 
(Spring 2009), pp. 14-18.  
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Floating Down the River – the title itself conjures up images of warm sunny days, the lapping 
of water against the boat’s sides, and the river’s lazy pace of transporting its riders to their des-
tinations. The Ohio River is the largest supplier water to the Mississippi River. More than 900 
miles long, it served as a main transportation route for people traveling westward. Whether 
traveling by flatboat or steamboat, stories and songs helped the workers and travelers pass the 
time. This song and suggested activities could easily be incorporated into a “Transportation 
Unit.” Think of other ways to travel (e.g., railroad) and pair with art, photographs, and appro-
priate folksong materials. 
 
Note: Your students might find it interesting to know that before and during the Civil War, the 
Ohio River was called the Jordan River—the river which must be crossed while traveling along 
the Underground Railroad. 
 

 

We’re Floating Down the River 

Arr. Shelly Cooper 

Kodály in Your Classroom by Dr. Shelly Cooper, Univ. of Arizona 



The following teaching suggestions, based on Floating Down the River, incorporate steady beat 
practice, part singing, recorder playing, and improvisation. 

 
Concepts:  steady beat; 6/8 meter; singing in tune; playing recorder; singing harmony, internal 

and external antecruses, composition 
 
Steady Beat: 
This folk song lends itself well for young children to experience keeping a steady beat in 6/8 me-
ter. Have the children imagine being on the boat as it rocks back-n-forth on the river. Sing the 
song at a leisurely tempo while the children gently “rock” by “touching the water” on either side 
of the boat.(Fingers of one hand touch the floor next to their leg and then lightly “push up” to lean 
body so that the fingers of the other hand touch the floor on the other side.) Sing the song several 
times and encourage the class to join in when they feel comfortable. 
 
Part Singing: 
For older grades, review the melody and then add the optional harmony. When introducing part 
two, bring your students’ attention to the descending scale-wise pattern of the harmony.  

Have them determine if there are any measures in the first phrase that don’t follow the de-
scending pattern. (Students should identify the repeated notes that occur in the third full 
measure.)  

Have them sing the melody and then hold the last note as if it had a fermata. While the class is 
holding the last note of the melody, sing the first note of part two. Ask the students to iden-
tify if the note is higher, lower, or the same as what they were singing. (Students should 
identify “the same.”)  

Divide the class into two parts and assign one group the melody and the other group the har-
mony. Have the entire class sing the melody in unison before singing with harmony, as this 
allows singers on the second part to be successful in finding their starting pitch.  

On another day, have students learn the recorder descant and then combine with part-singing. 
 
 
Composition: 

Have your students derive the solfege for the last three notes of the melody. (m – r – d ) 
Ask: "What are the notes for “m r d” on your recorder?"  
Have students improvise on “m r d” using a question/answer format. 

�
 
For more of Shelly’s lesson plans and access to her accompanying icons, go to 
www.arizonakodaly.org and click on the “Newsletters” tab. 
�
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One of the highlights of the session was experiencing 
steady beat through recorded music.  Jo taught us the 
infamous cup passing game.  This game is especially fun 
for older students.  I admit I have tried to teach this game 
to kids (and adults) many times, but Jo’s combination of 
rhythm syllables and sports analogies finally allowed all 
to have success. 

When the game is played to Fjaskern from Phyllis 
Weikart’s CDs, it makes it even more fun. 

Do you know how to play the game? 

 Ta  Ta  Ti-ti  Ta; Ta  up down; Ta twist touch down; 
Switch slam-dunk! 

Melanie Baker 

Spring 2011 Kodály Workshop 
 

Dr. Sandy Stauffer  
will be presenting our  
Kodály Workshop on                         

Saturday, March 5, 2011. 
 

This Kodály Workshop  
will be held in 

Tucson, Arizona  
at the University of Arizona  
School of Music, Room 232. 

Are You An Active AKTS Member? 

To become an active AKTS member, you must join the Organization of American Kodály Educators (OAKE).  With the upcoming 
2012 OAKE National Conference, we need our chapter as strong as possible.  In short, we need you!  Please help us by joining OAKE.  
You can help our chapter and our division receive a bonus from OAKE by listing AKTS as an affiliate chapter on your application.  
You may contact OAKE at 212-227-OAKE or email oakeoffice@oake.org.  Thank you so much! 

 Fall 2009 Workshop—Jo Kirk 

Have you ever heard the saying “good things come in 
small packages?”  That is the way I would describe Jo 
Kirk.  For someone so petite and soft spoken, she is a 
powerhouse of energy and ideas. 

Her workshop, “Tip Toe to Do-Si-Do: A Movement 
Sequence for Greater Success in Your Classroom!”, had 
all attendees moving seamlessly through the early 
childhood developmental stages of play, progressing to 
the development of older students. 

Through the use of games, we learned about being aware 
of our bodies in space, weight and time.  Then we moved 
on to creative imagery and movement relating to 
recorded movement. 

We also explored structured movement through finger 
plays, action songs and steady beat activities. 
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We learned many different ways  

to move with creative imagery. 

 

 

What statues! 

 

We explored all types  

of movement. 

 

 

 

One of my favorite 
activities is pictured to 

the left— 

streamers to Für Elise 
by Beethoven. 
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Workshop Fee  

OAKE Member  $25.00  

Non-Member  $30.00  

Full-time Student  Free with ID  

Please make checks payable to AKTS 
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ARIZONA KODÁLY TEACHERS SOCIETY 
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Name___________________________________ 

 

Date ___________________ 

 

Address_________________________________ 

 

City_______________     Zip________________ 

 

Home Phone _____________________________  

 

Work Phone______________________________ 

 

Email____________________________________ 
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Melanie Baker, Etna Thompson 

Newsletter Co-Editors 


